Year 3 (age 7-8)
Recommended Reads

Carbonel

Barbara Sleigh
This is the story of a cat, a broomstick and an ordinary schoolgirl called
Rosemary. She bought them both in the market, quite cheaply. Of course,
neither the cat nor the broomstick were just what they seemed, and they turned
up just when Rosemary badly needed something nice to happen to her. A good
cat is apt to be independent, so she did not have things all her own way, and as
Carbonel proved to be a Royal cat in a very special sense, that was
understandable. Between the cat and the broomstick, Rosemary picked up some
useful spells and magic, and the adventures they brought about turned a dulllooking holiday into one long to be remembered for its unexpected excitements
and rewards.
Charlotte's Web

E. B. White
Charlotte's Web is the classic children's story by E B White. The tale of how a
little girl named Fern, with the help of a friendly spider, saved her pig Wilbur
from the usual fate of nice fat little pigs. E. B. White was born in New York in
1899 and died in 1985. He kept animals on his farm in Maine and some of these
creatures crept into his books, such as Stuart Little which was recently made
into a blockbusting film. He received many awards including the Laura Ingalls
Wilder Medal in 1970, an award given every five years to authors who have
'made a substantial and lasting contribution to literature for children'.
Diary of a Wimpy Kid (Book 1)

Jeff Kinney
The hilarious and original global bestseller Diary of a Wimpy Kid - perfect for
readers of 8+ and also reluctant readers, everyone loves the adventures of Greg
Heffley. You can also discover Diary of a Wimpy Kid on the big screen in the
major motion blockbusting Wimpy Kid Movie franchise. Let me get something
straight: this is a JOURNAL, not a diary. This was Mom's idea, not mine. But if
she thinks I'm going to write down my feelings in here or whatever, she's crazy.
The only reason I agreed to do this at all is because I figure later on when I'm
rich and famous, this book is gonna come in handy. But for now I'm stuck with
a bunch of morons. Today is the first day of school, so I figured I might as well
write in this book to pass the time. Just don't expect me to be all Dear Diary this
and Dear Diary that.

Finn Family Moomintroll

Tove Jansson
Poor little chap! He had been turned into a very strange animal indeed
...Although they're small, fat and shy creatures; Moomins have the most
amazing adventures. It all begins when Moominpappa tries on a magic hat that
makes exciting and funny things happen.

Flat Stanley

Jeff Brown
The classic adventures of everybody's favourite flat boy - It's Jeff Brown's Flat
Stanley. Stanley Lambchop is an ordinary boy with an extraordinary problem.
One night, a giant pinboard falls on top of him leaving him completely flat. At
first, Stanley enjoys the benefits of his strange predicament - it can be fun going
in out of rooms simply by sliding under the door. And it's a hoot being posted to
your friends in California for a holiday. But it's not always easy being different,
and, once the novelty begins to wear off, Stanley wishes he could be just like
everybody else again. But how will he ever fill out? Jeff Brown's world-famous
character Flat Stanley continues to charm half a century after he first found his
way into print.
If You Could See Laughter

Mandy Coe
If You Could See Laughter is Mandy Coe's first collection of poetry for
children. An award-winning poet, Mandy Coe is an educational specialist in
poetry in schools and has been commissioned by CBeebies, the Book Trust, the
Barbican and National Poetry Day to write poems and educational material for
children of all ages. Her poetry has been described as '...literally spell-binding'.

Ivan the Terrible

Anne Fine
A classic children's story from one of our best-loved authors, former Children's
Laureate Anne Fine. It's Ivan's first day at his new school, and Boris is told to
look after him, and translate for him, because Ivan can only speak Russian. After
all, St Edmund's is a civilized school. Only problem is, Ivan isn't civilized. So
when Ivan starts greeting people as 'lowly shivering worms', and asking for
words in English like 'crush' and 'mutilate', Boris realises that he's going to have
his work cut out for him. And that's just the start of the day...Anne Fine's fun
school stories have been delighting children for more than 20 years, winning her
awards such as the Smarties Book Award and Carnegie Medal along the way.

Mr Mumbles

Barry Hutchison
Kyle's imaginary friend from childhood is back...with a vengeance. Kyle hasn't
seen Mr Mumbles in years. And there's a good reason for that: Mr Mumbles
doesn't exist. But now Kyle's imaginary friend is back, and Kyle doesn't have
time to worry about why. Only one thing matters: staying alive...A major series
from a fresh new talent, brought to you by the publisher that put horror on the
map.

One Thousand and One Arabian Nights

Geraldine McCaughrean
This is a completely original version of the Arabian Nights Stories by awardwinning author Geraldine McCaughrean. In order to delay her inevitable
execution, Queen Shaharazad tells her murdering husband, King Shahryar, a
wonderfully exciting story every night. The King is used to a new wife every
day, only to put her to death the following day, but finds himself so intrigued in
the magical stories Shaharazad tells, he can't bring himself to kill her. Night
after night she tells her wonderful stories until the King starts to realize that he
won't be able to live without them...

Ottoline at Sea

Chris Riddell
Ottoline and Mr. Munroe do everything and go everywhere together. That is,
until the day Mr. Munroe mysteriously disappears leaving a strange clue
written in string...Armed with her Amateur Roving Collectors' travel pass
Ottoline sets off on a journey over, under and on top of the sea to find her
hairy best friend -- and bring him back home.

Please Mrs. Butler Verses

Allan Ahlberg, Julia Eccleshare
This witty collection of poems about school is full of typical classroom events
that will be recognized and enjoyed by everyone: the candid revelations in a
pupil's newsbook, the problem of copycats, bickering, making up, swaps,
picking teams and forming gangs. Fritz Wegner's line drawings beautifully
complement the hilarious and poignant verses. Please Mrs Butler was voted the
most important twentieth-century children's poetry book in a Books for Keeps
poll.

The Hundred-mile-an-hour Dog

Jeremy Strong
The Hundred-Mile-an-Hour Dog by Jeremy Strong has become a children's
classic! From The Hundred-Mile-an-Hour Dog to karate princesses and hot
cross bottoms, there's a Jeremy Strong story to suit every child's sense of
humour. Jeremy's readers range from 7 to teen, perfect for fans of Roald Dahl
and Andy Stanton. Streaker is a mixed-up kind of dog ...with quite a bit of
Ferrari and a large chunk of whirlwind. Streaker is no ordinary dog. She's a
rocket on four legs with a woof attached, and Trevor has got until the end of the
holidays to train her. If he fails, he'll lose his bet with horrible Charlie Smugg,
and something very, very yucky involving frogspawn will happen...

The Ogre of Oglefort

Eva Ibbotson
When a Hag, an orphan boy called Ivo, Ulf the troll and wizard Brian
Brainsweller are sent to rescue a princess from an ogre, they briefly consider
running away and hiding. Can they be any match for the gruesome, terrifying,
ghastly, flesh-eating Ogre of Oglefort? But not all is as it first appears - the
Ogre is depressed and the princess doesn't want to be rescued. The Norns, who
rule their fates, decide to take things in hand and send a gang of the vilest, most
petrifying ghouls to get the job done properly...

The Owl Who Was Afraid of the Dark

Jill Tomlinson
Plop, the Baby Barn Owl, is like every Barn Owl there ever was,
except for one thing - he is afraid of the dark. Dark is nasty he says
and so he won't go hunting with his parents. Mrs Barn Owl sends
him down from his nest-hole to ask about the dark and

The Sam Pig Story Book

Alison Uttley
Sam Pig lives in a thatched cottage with Tom, Bill and Ann Pig - and also Brock
the Badger. Here are 20 of the best Sam Pig stories .

Year 4 (age 8-9)
Recommended Reads
Anna Hibiscus

inuke
Anna Hibiscus lives in amazing Africa with her mother, her father, her baby
twin brothers, and lots and lots of her family. Join her as she splashes in the sea,
prepares for a party, sells oranges, and hopes to see sweet, sweet snow.

Beowulf

Kevin Crossley-Holland
This is the story of a young man who travelled far across the sea to fight two
terrifying monsters-one who could rip a man apart and drink his blood, the
other who lived like a sea-wolf at the bottom of a dark, blood-stained lake.
His name was Beowulf, and his story was written down in Anglo-Saxon in
the eighth century. Kevin Crossley-Holland retells the story for children in
strong, rhythmical prose, with striking illustrations by Charles Keeping. The
paperback edition is now reissued with a new cover.
Format: Paperback
Price: £5.24 - Saving

Emil and the Detectives

Erich Kastner
If Mrs Tischbein had known the amazing adventures her son Emil would have
in Berlin, she'd never have let him go. Unfortunately, when his seven pounds
goes missing on the train, Emil is determined to get it back - and when he teams
up with the detectives he meets in Berlin, it's just the start of a marvellous
money-retrieving adventure ...A classic and influential story, Emil and the
Detectives remains an enthralling read.

Fattypuffs and Thinifers

Andre Maurois, Raymond Briggs, Fritz Wegner

Format: Paperback
Price: £5.24 - Saving

Fattypuffs and Thinifers

Andre Maurois
'Two Surface-dwellers. Two! He's a Fattypuff and you're a Thinifer. There's no
doubt about it!' This is the tale of two brothers. Edmund is a little on the plump
side and Terry is a bit of a rake. When they discover the countries under the
Earth they are divided and sent to the warring kingdoms of the Fattypuffs and
the Thinifers. The Fattypuffs eat six square meals a day with light snacks in
between. The Thinifers like nothing more than discipline and work six days a
week. Whether you are a jolly Fattypuff or a driven Thinifer you'll be rooting
for the brothers to bring peace to the countries under the Earth. Includes
exclusive material: In the Backstory you can take the quiz to find out if you're
a Fattypuff or a Thinifer!
Haroun and the Sea of Stories

Salman Rushdie
Haroun's father is the greatest of all storytellers. His magical stories bring
laughter to the sad city of Alifbay. But one day something goes wrong and his
father runs out of stories to tell. Haroun is determined to return the storyteller's
gift to his father. So he flies off on the back of the Hoopie bird to the Sea of
Stories - and a fantastic adventure begins.

How to Train Your Dragon

Cressida Cowell
Read the books that inspired the How to Train Your Dragon films! This book
will be a hit with children and adults alike. THE STORY BEGINS in the first
volume of Hiccup's How to Train Your Dragon memoirs...Hiccup Horrendous
Haddock III was an awesome sword-fighter, a dragon-whisperer and the
greatest Viking Hero who ever lived. But it wasn't always like that. In fact, in
the beginning, Hiccup Horrendous Haddock III was the most put upon Viking
you'd ever seen. Not loud enough to make himself heard at dinner with his
father, Stoick the Vast; not hard enough to beat his chief rival, Snotlout, at
Bashyball, the number one school sport and CERTAINLY not stupid enough to
go into a cave full of dragons to find a pet...
I Was a Rat! Or, the Scarlet slippers

Philip Pullman
I WAS A RAT!' So insists Roger. Maybe it's true. But what is he NOW? A
terrifying monster rampaging in the sewers? The Daily Scourge is sure of it. A
money-spinning fairground freak? He is to Mr Tapscrew. A champion wriggler
and a downy card? That's what Billy hopes. Or just an ordinary small boy,
though a little ratty in his habits? Only three people believe this version of the
story. Only one of them knows who Roger really is. And luckily a story about
her can sell even more newspapers than one about a rat-boy ...

Lost! The Hundred-Mile-An-Hour Dog

Jeremy Strong
From The Hundred-Mile-an-Hour Dog to karate princesses and hot cross
bottoms, there's a Jeremy Strong story to suit every child's sense of humour.
Jeremy's readers range from 7 to teen, perfect for fans of Roald Dahl and Andy
Stanton. Streaker the dog is lost. And not just a bit lost, but really lost. It wasn't
even her fault! She wanted to protect some pies from the PIE ROBBER and
suddenly she's miles from home and two-legged Trevor AND she has to make
friends with a cat. A CAT! But it gets a lot HAIRIER when they find
themselves face-to-face with a baboon...Will Streaker ever see her beloved pups
again? And more importantly, will she ever eat another donut again?
Lunatics and Luck

Marcus Sedgwick
Join the wonderfully weird Otherhand family and their faithful guardian, Edgar
the raven, and discover the dark secrets of Castle Otherhand. Solstice and
Cudweed are appalled to find their father has appointed a new school master.
But things get even worse when the grumpy, viciously mean teacher actually
arrives. The Otherhand children are sure there's something more to him than
meets the eye - the trouble is, who will believe them? No one it seems. Except,
perhaps, Edgar. Winner of the 2011 Blue Peter Book Award for Most Fun Story
With Pictures, LUNATICS AND LUCK is the third story in this hilarious six
book mystery series (with a touch of goth-froth) for 9 year olds from bestselling
author, Marcus Sedgwick with quirky black and white line illustrations from
new talent, Pete Williamson.
Mouse Bird Snake Wolf

David Almond
The dream team of David Almond and Dave McKean bring us a complete
story set in an incomplete world. The gods have created a world - they've
built mountains, a sea and a sky - and now their days are filled with long
naps in the clouds (and tea and cake). That's until Harry, Sue and Little Ben
begin to fill the gaps of the world: with a mousy thing, a chirpy thing and a
twisty legless thing. As the children's ideas take shape, the power of their
visions proves to be greater than they, or the gods, could ever have
imagined.

Mouse Noses on Toast

Daren King
'I will have the colourful parrot soup,' the lady said, 'with extra beaky bits.'
'And I,' said her husband, 'will have mouse noses on toast.' The waiter
flipped open his notebook and wrote this down. 'Would that be with
whiskers, Sir, or without?' Hiding on the restaurant table, Paul Mouse's
world has just turned upside down. Surely the man is making a joke? Isn't
mouse noses on toast just a big myth? Gathering his friends - Sandra the
Christmas tree decoration, Rowley Barker Hobbs, the sheepdog, and the
Tinby, a kind of monster - Paul becomes determined to find the truth. So

begins an adventure involving mouse activists, the prime minister, cheese
addicts and a wildly insane Tinby. But what awaits them all at the mouse
noses abbatoir...?

Mr Stink

David Walliams
The second original, touching, twisted, and most of all hilarious novel for
children from David Walliams, number one bestseller and fastest growing
children's author in the country - beautifully illustrated by Quentin Blake. Mr
Stink stank. He also stunk. And if it was correct English to say he stinked, then
he stinked as well... It all starts when Chloe makes friends with Mr Stink, the
local tramp. Yes, he smells a bit. But when it looks like he might be driven out
of town, Chloe decides to hide him in the garden shed. Now Chloe's got to
make sure no one finds out her secret. And speaking of secrets, there just might
be more to Mr Stink than meets the eye...or the nose.
Oliver and the Seawigs

Philip Reeve
Oliver grew up in a family of explorers - but his biggest adventure is about to
begin! Along with his new friends, a grumpy old albatross, a short-sighted
mermaid and a friendly island called Cliff, Oliver goes off in search of his
missing parents. But before he can put his rescue plan into action there's the
evil Stacey de Lacey and an army of pesky sea monkeys to contend with
...EEP! Award-winning dynamic duo, Philip Reeve and Sarah McIntyre, have
created a book bursting with eccentric characters and stunning two colour
illustrations.

Ottoline and the Yellow Cat

Chris Riddell
This work introduces Miss Ottoline Brown, an exceptionally inquisitive
Mistress of Disguise, and her partner in crime, Mr Munroe. No puzzle is ever
too tricky for the two of them to solve ...Ottoline lives in a stylish apartment
in Big City with a small hairy creature called Mr Munroe. Together they look
after the Brown family's eclectic collections - and dabble in a spot of
detective work. So they are the first to the scene of the crime when a string of
high society dog-nappings and jewel thefts hits Big City. Ottoline (who
luckily has a diploma from the Who-R-U Academy of Disguise) and Mr
Munroe go undercover - and expose an ingenious scam masterminded by
furry feline crook, the Yellow Cat. This is a quirky mystery - adventure which
is perfectly packaged and highly collectable.

Sophie and the Albino Camel

Stephen Davies
Sophie lives in Gorom-Gorom, with her carnivorous-plant obsessed dad.
Despite living there for two years and speaking the local language, Sophie finds
it difficult to make friends. So when she meets Gidaado, a young griot (storyteller), she agrees to join him and his albino camel, Chobbal, on a journey to his
village. It is not until they have set off, that Sophie begins to realise just how
dangerous the desert is - it's full of djinnis that creep up behind you, and jump
on your head and make you go mad. Not to mention the infamous Moussa ag
Litni, a ruthless bandit who steals camels...

Stig of the Dump

Clive King
Stig of the Dump by Clive King is 50 years old and the story of Barney and his
best friend, cave-man Stig, is as fresh today as it was when first published.
'Stig's nice. He's my friend' Nobody believes Barney when he says he's
discovered a boy living wild in the dump. But for Barney, Stif is totally real.
They become great friends, learn each other's ways and embark on a series of
exciting adventures.

Stig of the Dump

Clive King
A Puffin Book - stories that last a lifetime. Puffin Modern Classics are
relaunched under a new logo: A Puffin Book. There are 20 titles to collect in the
series, listed below, all with exciting new covers and fun-filled endnotes. Clive
King's Stig of the Dump is a much-loved modern classic. It is the story of
Barney and his best friend, cave-man Stig. Barney is a solitary little boy, given
to wandering off by himself. One day he is lying on the edge of a disused chalkpit when it gives way and he lands in a sort of cave. Here he meets 'somebody
with a lot of shaggy hair and two bright black eyes' wearing a rabbit skin and
speaking in grunts. He names him Stig. Of course nobody believes Barney
when he tells his family all about Stig, but for Barney cave-man Stig is totally
real. They become great friends, learning each others ways and embarking on a
series of unforgettable adventures.
Swallows and Amazons

Arthur Ransome
The ultimate children's classic - long summer days filled with adventure. John,
Susan, Titty and Roger sail their boat, Swallow, to a deserted island for a
summer camping trip. Exploring and playing sailors is an adventure in itself but
the island holds more excitement in store. Two fierce Amazon pirates, Nancy
and Peggy, challenge them to war and a summer of battles and alliances ensues.
'My childhood simply would not have been the same without this book. It
created a whole world to explore, one that lasted long in the imagination after
the final page had been read' - Marcus Sedgwick

The Battle of Bubble and Squeak

Philippa Pearce
Sid, Peggy and Amy adore the two gerbils, Bubble and Squeak, but their mother
detests them. A major family battle results, and it's clear life is never going to
be quite the same again. But after a near fatal encounter between Bubble and
Ginger the cat, Mrs Sparrow begins to see that life with 2 gerbils might not be
so bad after all.

The Butterfly Lion

Michael, M.B.E. Morpurgo
ILLUSTRATED BY CHRISTIAN BIRMINGHAM. A lyrical and moving tale
of a young boy growing up in Africa, and his lifelong friendship with a white
lion. All my life I'll think you you, I promise I will. I won't ever forget you.
Bertie rescues an orphaned white lion cub from the African veld. They are
inseparable until Bertie is sent to boarding school far away in England and the
lion is sold to a circus. Bertie swears that one day they will see one another
again, but it is the butterfly lion which ensures that their friendship will never
be forgotten.

The Dancing Bear

Michael, M.B.E. Morpurgo
A gentle and deeply moving story of a young girl and her bear, told with great
charm by a master storyteller. High in the mountains, in a tiny village, an
abandoned bear cub is adopted by a lonely orphan child. Soon they are
inseparable, beloved by the whole village - safe, until the arrival of a glamorous
film crew who need a dancing bear...

The Firework-maker's Daughter

Philip Pullman
What Lila wants to be more than anything else in the world is ...a FireworkMaker! But firework-making is not just about being able to make CrackleDragons and Golden Sneezes. There is also one special secret: every FireworkMaker must make a perilous journey to face the terrifying Fire-Fiend! Not
knowing that she needs special protection to survive the Fire-Fiend's flames,
Lila sets off alone. Her friends, Chulak and Hamlet - the King's white elephant
- race after her. But can they possibly reach her in time?

The Great Hamster Massacre

Katie Davies
A very natural and honest version of life's events from the perspective of a
young girl - from her suspicions about her neighbours, to her rocky friendship
with the girl next door; from the sudden death of her beloved granny to her
relentless quest for a pet hamster, only to then find it mysteriously slaughtered
- which kickstarts a local investigation of 'suspects'. This is the first in a
proposed series of short novels featuring the same characters and setting with the themes of pets and detective work holding them together.

The Grunts In Trouble

Philip Ardagh
Meet Mr and Mrs Grunt. Oh, go on. They're not that bad. No, actually, they
ARE. Maybe worse, even. But Sunny, their sort-of son, is okay. They stole
him from a washing line as a baby. He was hanging by his ears, which
probably explains why they're so wonky (but not why he has sticky-up hair
that NEVER lies flat, even if you pour glue into it or try taping it in place).
Sticky around and you'll also meet Lord Bigg of Bigg Manor, Bigg-hater
Larry Smalls, Mimi the Bigg Manor boot boy (yup, she's a girl) and...Well,
you'll have to READ the book to find that out. But I should mention the bees.
Did I warn you about the bees?!
The Iron Man

Ted Hughes
Mankind must put a stop to the dreadful destruction caused by the Iron Man. A
trap is set for him, but he cannot be kept down. Then, when a terrible monster
from outer space threatens to lay waste to the planet, it is the Iron Man who finds
a way to save the world.

The Little Prince

Antoine de Saint-Exupery
A pilot stranded in the desert awakes one morning to see, standing before
him, the most extraordinary little fellow. Please, asks the stranger, draw
me a sheep. And the pilot realizes that when life's events are too difficult
to understand, there is no choice but to succumb to their mysteries. He
pulls out pencil and paper...Thus begins this wise and enchanting fable
that, in teaching the secret of what is really important in life, has changed
the world forever for its readers. Often seen as a symbol of childhood
innocence, Antoine de Saint-Exupery's best-selling book The Little Prince
is cherished by children and adults alike across the globe.

The Orca's Song

Volke Gordon

The Savage

David Almond
Imagine you wrote a story and that story came true. This is exactly what
happens to Blue Baker when he writes about a savage living alone in the
woods near his home. After his dad's death, Blue finds comfort in
dreaming of a wild kid who survives on a diet of berries and the occasional
hapless passer-by. But when the savage pays a night-time visit to the local
bully, boundaries become blurred and Blue begins to wonder where he
ends and the savage begins. Part novel, part graphic novel, this moving
story features striking art from the award-winning Dave McKean.
Why is Snot Green? The Science Museum Question and Answer Book

Glenn Murphy
Why is snot is green? Do rabbits fart? What is space made of? Where does all
the water go at low tide? Can animals talk? What are scabs for? Will computers
ever be cleverer than people? Discover the answers to these and an awful lot of
other brilliant questions frequently asked at the Science Museum in this
wonderfully funny and informative book. It is divided into five sections which
cover everything from the Big Bang to bodily functions and cool gadgets: Lost
in Space; The Angry Planet; Animal Answers; Being Human; and Fantastic
Futures.
Woof!

Allan Ahlberg
He felt a curious tingling in his hands and feet. He felt his nose becoming cold
and wet, his ears becoming flappy. The thought in his mind was: 'I'm turning
into a dog!' Eric is a perfectly ordinary boy. Perfectly ordinary that is, until the
night when, in fifteen seconds flat, he turns into a dog! Eric and his best friend
are determined to sniff out the truth - what makes an ordinary boy go 'woof'?

